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Crime in Western Cinema
An Analytical Study for Modern American Cinema Movies
Prepared by: Amenah Kamel Khorsheed
Supervised by: Prof. Ezzat Mohammad Hijab
Abstract

The goal of this study is to shed the light on the nature of the crime presented by
American cinema movies and to show the frameworks used by American cinema to present

crime stories in the last decade.

The study adopted the analytical approach using the content analysis methodology and
questionnaires to arrive at a better analysis of all American crime films produced from 2010
to 2020, which numbered (3252) films identified through an American film site (imbd). A

(30) movies were selected as a sample to study.

The study concluded that the majority of the criminals who appeared in the sample were
male (64.5%), the majority were in the category (30 years and older) (68.7%), (27%) were
unemployed, the majority (75.5%) are described as 'handsome'. and (64.7%) of them are well
informed. The most common crimes were murder (33%), then 'drug trafficking' by (42%).
The reasons for committing crimes were 'revenge’ by (60%), while the most important social
reasons for committing the crime were the 'deviant environment' by (45%). The economic
reason for committed crime was 'greed for money (68%). (46.8%) of the films were

"supporter” to crime, (26.6%) were "neutral” or "opposition™ to crime.

Finally, the cinematic content of the sample films was framed in five frameworks, at the
top of which is a “specific frame by issue” (23.4%), while three frameworks for “conflict

framework”, “religious framework™ and “legal framework” were identical (21.3). %) For

each of them, while the ethical framework came in the last rank at (12.7%).

Keywords: Crime, Cinema, Western Cinema, American cinema, Crime movies.
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