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Criminal protection of antiquities in Jordanian legislation
" Comparative study"

Prepared by
Einji Al-Shawabkeh
Supervised by
Prof. Ahmed Mohammad Al-Lozi

Abstract

The study tackled a very important subject, which is the penal protection
of antiquities in Jordan through returning to the internal rules, which organize
this protection in comparison with national legislations and international
treaties. This study also tackled the most prominent crimes which may be
committed against antiquities such as illicit trade, destruction, illegal excavation
and smuggling through explaining the bases of every crime and the legal
adaptation of the crime according to the Jordanian Law of Antiquities no. 21,
1988 and its modifications . Moreover, it handled the national and international
jurisdiction in addition to explaining the international protection of antiquities
in accordance with international treaties like the Hague treaty 1954, the
Unification of Private Law of Stolen Cultural Properties and Treaty of
UNESCO1972 pertaining to the protection of the international cultural and
natural heritage and the Unified Arab Law of Antiquities. Taken as a whole,
these treaties and agreements called all parties concerned to protect the cultural
heritage being a property for all humankind in time of war or peace. The study

recommended the necessity of modifying the contents of articles in the



Jordanian legislation pertaining to the Law of Antiquities in that the penalties
become deterrent to those who transgress, deform, steal, and destroy antiquities.
It also recommended strengthening cooperation between countries and
international conventions in the field of criminal protection of antiquities, by
having constructive cooperation between those countries in the processes of
seizure, prosecution, crime detection, confiscation of antiquities and setting
deterrent penalties.

Key words: Penal protection, antiquities, Jordanian Legislation.
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