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Oman Foreign Policy towards Iran and its Impact on the Security of
the Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf (2020-2011)
Prepared by: Adnan bin Saleh Al Hammadi
Supervised by: Dr. Rima Abu Hmaidan
Abstract

The study aimed to identify the foreign policy perspectives of Oman towards Iran,
and to identify Iran's foreign policy towards the countries of the Gulf Cooperation
Council, and then determine the impact of Oman's foreign policy towards Iran on the
security of the Gulf Cooperation Council.

The problem of the study is to research the causes and motives of different Oman's
foreign policy towards Iran and the differentiation of the policies of its neighbors in the
Cooperation Council for the Arab Gulf States, as well as the study of the impact of this
policy on the security of the Cooperation Council for the Arab Gulf States.

The main question of the study is: What is Oman's foreign policy towards Iran?
What is the extent of its impact on the security of the Cooperation Council for the Arab
States of the Gulf? The study used the analytical approach, which is based on three
processes: interpretation, criticism, and deduction, in addition to the systemic analysis
approach, which focuses on the interaction between the elements of the system, whether
at the internal or external level, and the futuristic approach that tries to anticipate the
future scenarios that will follow within it. Events and their developments, based on the
study of a large number of current indicators and variables.

The study is based on the assumption that there is a correlative relationship of
Omani foreign policy towards Iran, on the security of the Cooperation Council for the
Arab Gulf States.

The study concluded with several conclusions, the most important of which is that
the positive relationship between Oman and Iran comes, in part, from the Omani
awareness that dealing with the potential Iranian threat is not by its antagonism, but
rather in dealing with Iran with a view to achieving common interests. Oman’s
distinguished relationship with Iran helped the Sultanate in practicing and fulfilling its

role in de-escalation in the region and to continuously play the role of mediation and



positive neutrality, which was reflected positively and contributed to enhancing the

national security levels of the Gulf Cooperation Council countries.

The study recommended employing Omani policy within diplomatic channels to
serve the goals of resolving crises and concluding settlements in the Arab Gulf region
and the Arab region. And strengthening the channels of communication and dialogue
with the state of Iran, as it is a neighboring country of important weight in the region,

and that the option of dialogue with it remains better than a state of tension and clash.

Keywords: the foreign policy of the Sultanate of Oman, Security of the
Cooperation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf, Arab-Iranian relations.
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