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International Humanitarian Intervention Dilemma and the
Principle of Non-Intervention According to Public
International Law
By
Firas Saber Abdul-Azeez Al-Doori
Supervisor
Prof. Nizar Al-Anbaki
Abstract

The concept of ‘Humanitarian Intervention’ or ‘Intervention for
Humanitarian Purposes’ is not too far away from the old concept in terms
of providing protection for a certain people or minority exposed to
persecution by some authority either on the part of political regime, or
another occupying state, or similar inhumane involvement. This duty is
based on saving the people facing hazards through providing potential aid
to them for protection either through States or Non-Governmental
Organizations. The principle of non-intervention as cited in the text of
Acrticle (2:7) of the United Nations Charter is intended to mean banning all
forms of intervention in the State’s affairs and political, economic and
cultural constituents. The same principle is also intended to mean
prohibiting assistance to another State towards intervention in the internal
affairs of another State.

Numerous international treaties and charters of the United Nations
Organization have emphasized decisions underlining independence of
States in terms of internal affairs. This Organization has affirmed such
treaties and charters and prohibited intervention in States’ internal affairs,
asserting that States are duty-bound to respect the principle of non-
intervention, thereby reinforcing international relations among such States.
Besides, Article (2:7) of the Charter provides us with proper grounds for
defending humanitarian intervention. It is well-known that this article
affirms the impermissibility of interference in the internal affairs of States;
but using this article- as a basis for humanitarian intervention within the
context of speaking about the Organization’s intentions and principles-



means that it is addressed to all United Nations Departments. As all these
departments apart from the Security Council can only take intervention
measures which are of a military nature, it follows then that the
intervention measures which the United Nations can take in case of
violation by Member States of human rights will not be merely limited to
military action. This undoubtedly provides support for the viewpoint in the
wider sense that affirms the right to humanitarian intervention. Thus, it is
sensible to say that Article (2:7) provides sound legal evidence for
humanitarian intervention.

In order for humanitarian intervention to be legitimate, it should be carried
out according to decision made by United Nations Security Council or the
United Nations General Assembly. Besides, such intervention should be of
legitimate purpose, i.e. to protect human rights and fight crimes perpetrated
against civilians. Intervention will be illegitimate if it is intended to

undermine a State’s sovereignty or control of national resources.

Key Words: International Law, International Human Intervention, State

and International Organizations.
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