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The Influence of the Geopolitical Factor on Turkish Strategy
towards Mashriqg (2002-2020)
Prepared by: Hussein Lateef Qaddoori
Supervised by: Dr. Rima Lutfi Abu Hmaidan
Abstract

The study aimed to identify the nature and impact of Turkish geopolitical
determinants on Turkish strategy, and to identify the nature of the shifts in Turkish foreign

policy towards Levant.

The study problem centered on the shift in Turkish strategy, specifically towards
Levant, since the arrival of the Justice and Development Party to power in Turkey, as it
tended to exert more influence and interventions in the region. After all previous periods
she was largely isolated from her. The study attempts to explain this shift based on the

effect of the geopolitical factor in causing this shift.

The central question of the study was: What is the nature and impact of Turkey's

geopolitics on Turkish foreign policy? Specifically, towards Levant?

The study used the decision-making approach, which is based on the assumption that
the relations existing between the units of the international system are nothing but the
result of decisions of individuals who are politically and legally authorized by the state
itself. In addition to the systems analysis approach, which is based on the idea that there
are external factors called inputs that interact with a system, and interactions are called

processes, and they have results called outputs.

The study was based on the assumption that there is an influential relationship of the

geopolitical factor on Turkish foreign policy towards Levant.

The study concluded with several results, the most important of which are: The
availability of the many components and links between Turkey and Levant, which pushed
the Levant region to be at the forefront of the regions in which the Turkish strategy and
foreign policy directed towards strengthening ties with it. And that the Turkish influence
in the Arab Mashreq region was established in the first stage, before the outbreak of the
Arab unrest in 2011, on the basis of soft expansion. And that with the entry of the stage
of Arab unrest in 2011, and what seemed to be that the region had entered a state of

geopolitical vacuum, the turning point in Turkish policy towards Levant came, which was



the shift from soft policies towards more coarse policies. Also, the study concluded that
the Turkish expansion project in the region, after 2011, has faced, accordingly, many

challenges, including regional and international challenges.

The study recommended strengthening the levels of cooperation between Levant and
the countries of the Middle East, including Arab relations with important regional
countries, especially Turkey and Iran, as well as strengthening the levels of Arab
cooperation by reactivating the various channels of Arab cooperation, foremost of which

are the institutions affiliated with the League of Arab States.

Keywords: Turkey, Geopolitics, Mashriq, Strategy.
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