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Perceptions of Academic Women Leaders Assuming Positions on the
Boards of Trustees of Official Jordanian Universities: Obstacles and
Proposed Solutions.
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Tamara Sameer Mohammed Al-Baghdadi
Supervised by
Prof. Atef Yousef Magableh
Abstract

This study aimed at revealing the perceptions of academic women leaders assuming
positions on the boards of trustees of official Jordanian Universities: Obstacles and
proposed solutions, from the point of view of the administrative and educational leaders
in Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan; in addition to academic women leaders’ views on the
same subject in terms of obstacles and proposed solutions. In this study, a descriptive
survey methodology was used. The interview and questionnaire were used as two means
of data collection. The study sample consisted of two categories: The first included (22)
individuals from the Ministers of Higher Education and Scientific Research, the Minister
of State for Women Affairs, and members of the boards of trustees of official Jordanian
universities. The second category included (473) leaders from the academic women
leaders working in the three official Jordanian universities (Jordanian, German Jordanian
and Al-Balga Applied). The appropriate statistical methods were used to process the data.
The findings showed that the leading woman has a high motivation towards work, loves
her work, interested in it, and is accurate in preforming the tasks assigned to her. As for
the obstacles, they were represented in: “family responsibilities and obligations”, “the
weak ability of women to separate the requirements of the daily life and work obligations”
and that “Jordanian society is a male dominated society that prejudices men. As for the
proposed solutions, they were (36). Among the most important: “motivating women to
support each other by spreading awareness about the idea that cooperation has strength”,
“providing nurseries at workplaces (public universities) after school”, “enhance society
confidence in the ability of women to lead”, and “persuading women the importance of
assuming leadership positions”. These solutions were presented by administrative and
educational leaders represented by the Ministers of Higher Education and Scientific

Research, the Minister of State for Women Affairs, and members of the boards of trustees



of official Jordanian universities. As for solutions offered by the women’s academic
leaders, they were determined in four categories: The proposed political and legislative
solutions, the proposed ideological solutions, the proposed economic solutions and the
proposed social solutions. In light of the findings, the following recommendations were
presented: (1) The officials of the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research
take into account the obstacles that the current study has found and work to address and
overcome, (2) The necessity of controlling criteria for placement, nomination and
appointment in the boards of trustees, (3) Conducting a study similar to the current study

on private Jordanian universities and comparing its results with the results of this study.

Keywords: Academic women leaders, the boards of trustees of the official Jordanian

universities, Obstacles.
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