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The Role of the Citizen Journalist in the Political Movement in Iraq
since 2019-2021 from the Point of View of Iraqi Journalist Elites.
"A qualitative study"

Prepared by: Munaem Nayef Ali
Supervised by: Dr. Kamel Khurshid Murad
Abstract

The main objective of the study was to research and analyze how the citizen
journalist affected the political movement in Iraq and revitalized the political issue in
the public sphere in the period 2019-2021.” popular and governmental.

The study is part of qualitative research, and it relied on two tools: regular in-depth
interviews with a sample of the Iraqi elite, including citizen journalists, university
professors, media professionals and activists in the political movement, amounting to
(30) individual (participants). It also relied on the observation tool and the researcher's
experience of the developments of the political movement.

The study reached a set of results, the most important of which was that the citizen
journalist had a positive impact on the movement and enhanced its strength through
publication, incitement, mobilization, and disclosure of confidential information.
However, a percentage of the citizen journalist’s coverage of the political movement
was not successful and did not adhere to the minimum professional standards.

Another result is that the citizen journalist has contributed to revitalizing the
political dialogue in the public sphere in Iraqg, by presenting issues and information that
the traditional press did not dare to raise and discuss.

The study also revealed that the citizen journalist enriched the public opinion
arenas in public debates, and one of the results of that was to reduce sectarianism, and
the screening began to be based on political and partisan foundations rather than
sectarian, and the government and its security services also became more cautious in
dealing with citizens, especially with protesters and activists in movement, despite the
many casualties in this field.

Keywords: Citizen Journalist, Political Movement, Public Sphere, Iragi Republic.
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