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Ssummary

The media plays a leading role among other factors which constitute the
stereo- type image; it offers a large portion of information covering many
issues and helps in social understanding of societies and environments
where other remote people live. A person following these matters depends
on such information in whatever decisions or judgements he takes in his
daily life. Therefore, such media becomes capable of affecting the follower
as they add to his perception of reality and affect the method upon which
he builds his information through revealing aspects which he does not have
a big chance to obtain directly.

The United States dominated the news and information technology and the
quantum and direction of their outflow through its possession of major
world media companies. This helped in creating a stereo-type image in the
minds of others, based on exaggerated and distorted information offered by
these companies. In return, it was not at all easy for the other viewpoint to
counter such information.

Jordan’s outstanding geographical and strategic location made it the focus
of interest in the Middle East which is laden with hot and successive
events. Jordan’s proximity to Iraq, in addition to historical cooperation
between these two countries was a factor in the choice made by the
American occupation in Iraq; to make it as a model for identifying the
image of the USA in the Jordanian press, as the occupation of Iraq is
considered as the major event which introduced qualitative changes in the
United States stereo-type image—an image which is about to ameliorate
and become an imprinted impression about this important epoch in the life
of the nation and the region at large. The Jordanian press followed up this
event closely and played a significant role in transforming America’s
image after its occupation of Iraq.

Accordingly, this study was launched in an attempt to monitor the most
important issues covered by the Jordanian press and identify the change
which befell the image of the United States in the region through analysing
the Jordanian press coverage of Iraq’s occupation in 2003, which is
considered a significant event.

The study problem was divided into several questions related to Iraq’s

occupation, coverage by the Jordanian press through Al-Rai and Al-Arab
Al-Youm newspapers, most important of which were:
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1. Was Iraq’s occupation reflected on the image of the United
States in the way both newspapers presented it in their daily
coverage?

2. What is the Jordanian press attitude towards the United States
prior and after the occupation of Iraq?

3. What is the significance of Iraq’s occupation as presented by
both newspapers?

The researcher had done reliability test after the analysis of data
intercoder Reliability was 80% .
The study came out with several conclusions, most important of which are:

1. The analysis showed a significant change in the image of the
United States as presented by both newspapers during the
study period. The volume of news coverage increased and the
proportion of this increase that attacked us after increased the
war towards the, i.e. that most of the coverage revealed a
passive image. Al-Arab Al-Youm newspaper was more critical
in exposing the bad image of the United States than Al-Rai
newspaper.

2. News coverage of the United States is moving towards a
passive trend at a ratio of 64.34 % of the total coverage in Al-
Rai after Iraq’s occupation. The ratio of the passive trend
reached six fold the positive trend. As for Al-Arab Al-Youm
newspaper, the passive trend reached 81.70 % of the total
coverage while the ratio of the passive trend reached 18 fold
the coverage which signalled the positive trend.

3. The Jordanian press showed great interest in the occupation of
Iraq, giving it very high priority in their coverage. They
allocated distinct places to the texts dealing with Iraq’s
occupation and to their coverage of the headlines which were
mostly placed in the front page or back page to mark their
prominence. A percentage of 71.20 % of the coverage was
published at the top of the pages (upper-right and upper left)
which conspicuously reflect the high interest of the Jordanian
press in the occupation of Iraq.
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