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Abstract

The Effect of Political, Social and Economic Factors on
Arabic On-Line Journalism:
from The viewpoint of Editors

A research concluded by: Azzam. M. AbuElhamam
Supervised by: Prpf. Helmi Sari

The study aimed at identifying the effect of the political, social and
economic factors on the performance of the on-line journalism from the
viewpoint of the Editors. Moreover, it aimed to identify the features of
this type of journalism, in terms of the features of the journalism in
general, and in terms of the demographic features of the Editors.

The study used the descriptive method and the survey as a tool for
gathering data, which was directed to the Editors through email using a
systematic random sample, where 84 Editors from all over the world
responded to. The researcher chose the sample out of the list of the Study
Population that included all the Arabic online newspapers and websites
on the internet. The researcher used the list of (Alexa) website engine
which is specialized in websites classification. The study was guided by
the theory of "Interdependence" to explain the overall relationships
between the social systems. Moreover, the researcher developed a model
of the "Gate keeper" theory in order to explain the new role of
communicators in the on-line journalism, where it plays the role of the
counterpart for the media gate keeper. While the traditional gate keeper
tends to the blocking and prevention, the new counterpart tends more to
try to open the doors and publish, which explains the big impact of the
on-line journalism on the huge changes in the Arab World.

The study concluded the following:



One: With regards to the general features of journalism:

I- 70% of the Arabic on-line journalism belongs for the Arab Asian
countries, against only 15% for the Arab African countries. While
the share of Europe was around 7%. Whereas, the remaining 15%
are based in a Non-Arab countries.

2- 57.1% of the Arabic On-Line Journalism uses only the Arabic
language, whereas 14.3% uses both Arabic and English languages,
and 25% that uses more than two foreign languages, and that is

considered a good and promising percentage.

Two: with regards to the features of communicators of the Arab On-line
journalism:

As for the features of the communicators, results showed that around 93%
of the Arab on-line journalism is being managed by more than one
manager. And around 86% of them employ more than 25 professionals
whether Editors or journalists or technicians. And the percentage of
females to males is around 1/3 to 2/3.

Three: with regards to the relationship between Journalism and political
regimes:

Using (Chi-square) test, the results showed that there were no statistically
significant differences between the opinions of the editors of on-line
journalism about the relationship of the on-line journalism with the
existing political regimes. This can be explained that the Editors are
equally divided between supporters and opponents for this hypothesis.
Four: The effect of social regimes on the on-line journalism:

Using (Chi-square) test, the results showed that there were no statistically
significant differences between the opinions of the editors of on-line

journalism about the effect of the values, social norms and some social



organizations on the performance of the on-line journalism. However,
results showed that there were statistically significant differences between
the opinions of the editors of websites and on-line journalism about the
effect of the social pressures on the performance and freedom of the on-
line journalism.

Five: Challenges facing the Arab On-line Journalism:

It was found that the biggest challenge from the viewpoint of the Editors
was: The existing Arab regimes or some of them. While the study showed
that the second challenge was: The low financial revenues of promotional
and commercial advertisement with a percentage of 53.6%. As for the
third challenge: The low level of distribution and penetration of the
internet in the Arab societies. And the fourth was: The in justice of the
regulations related to journalism and freedom of speech. Other challenges
varied from social and political pressures to others that are of less

importance from the view point of Editors.

Six: The future of the "gate keeper" in the on-line journalism:

There were no statistically significant differences between the opinions
of the editors about the future of the "gate keeper" in the on-line
journalism that is due to the variable of the establishment of on-line
journalism, which indicate the presence of the concept of "Gate keeper"
within the existing media systems. However, results showed statistically
significant differences between the opinions of the editors about the
future of "Gate keeper" in the on-line journalism due to the variable of
the age of the Editors, which indicates the directions of the new

generations towards a more open future of on-line journalism.
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