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Abstract
The Role of the Mass Media in the Prevention of Drugs
Addiction from the View of Kuwaiti Patients Under

Treatment: A field Study

A research concluded by : Fahed Aldosari
Supervised by: Prpf. Helmi Sari

The study aimed at examining and exploring the role of the media in
the prevention of the scourge of drugs and reduce its spread among
members of society from the viewpoint of the recipients of treatment in
some centers where there are drug addicts and convicts to deal with the
drug,

The study used a descriptive approach and survey of a stratified sample of
the affected population. The sample consisted of (260) researched
convicted of drug issues or engaged in treatment programs in some health

treatment centers in the State of Kuwait.

The results revealed that:

-That the majority of the respondents used to watch all of the Kuwaiti and
non-Kuwaiti satellite channels, they used to spend a long time in watching,
while it appear that the paragraph of "follow-up non-Kuwaiti web sites in
general," in the latest list of concerns for respondents.

-About the media image of drug users, the results showed that the
emergence of trends, images and impressions of the negative through the
media, and indicated that the addicted person is suffering of social
isolating, and that the addict belongs to the disintegrated family, showed
that the ability of the addict to escape from the reality of social life.



-That the majority of respondents pointed out the Kuwaiti media has
positive role toward educating young people and guide them for the
prevention of drug threat, Kuwaiti media provided materials useful
information about the dangers of drugs to work or profession and to the
social security and the level of public health and other fields.

-The results showed that Kuwaiti newspapers won a highest rate of
satisfaction among the other media from the viewpoint of the respondents
towards the role of the media in raising awareness of the drug threat, and
then followed by the television Kuwait, whereas, the radio came in the
mid-level while websites appeared at the end of the list.

-The results showed that the clause (programs for drug and Kuwaiti media
was sufficient in terms of time or space to raise awareness and guidance
from the drug menace in the media), won a high arithmetic average,
indicating acceptance of the respondents and not throwing the blame on the
media and programs in awareness and guidance, but such blame appears in
the evaluation of the content of programs for the drugs in the Kuwaiti
media after considered it as sufficient.

-Respondents strongly agreed that the media should intensify awareness
programs for young people and families about the danger of drugs, and
programs to provide more scientific programs and well thought out by
professionals about the risk of drugs. They should avoid exposure to the
issue of drug directly or artlessly.

-The results showed that the greatest impact for the use of the media and
its impact on the respondents to the habitual use of drugs appeared on the
age group of (18-23 years), as the same as of (absolute categories) toward

of the "marital status" of respondents.



-Regarding to the communication of habits of respondent, results showed
that the majority of respondents preferred to "use the media alone", and

then the second order "using the media with some family members".
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