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Abstract

The Image of persons with Disabilities in Arabic drama:
A case study TV series '""Wara' Al-Shams"'

A research concluded by: Nisreen G. Abusalha
Supervised by: Dr. Kamel Khurshid Murad

This Study aims at examining the image of persons with disabilities
(PWDs) in Arabic television drama. For that purpose the researcher
picked the Arabic TV drama series "Wara' Al- Shams" as a case study.
Using the Qualitative Research Method, the researcher closely and
critically observed thirty episodes of the series looking for the way this
work portray PWDs, and to monitor the stereo types and images appeared
throw this work.

To deepen the understanding of how the preparation and the execution of
the work influenced its content and messages. The researcher carried out
several interviews with the series cast, furthermore, and in order to assess
the degree the work complied with the new emerge culture of plurality

the researcher held an intensive interview with a disability expert.

The research found that the work was focused mainly on the plight of the
families of persons with intellectual disabilities rather than the issues of
persons with disabilities themselves.

The 1images depicted by the work were concentrating on the stereo types
of PWDs portraying them as, helpless and incompetent, subject to
violence and exploitation, as pitiable or pathetic, object of curiosity,

laughable, burden, being unable to participate in daily life.



Finally the research revile the fact that, the images of persons with
disabilities are still a reflection of the traditional view of disability as a
family matter, over looking the obstacles and barriers facing PWDs and
ignoring the emerging rights-based culture which views PWDs as persons
entitled to the same rights and opportunities giving to people without

disabilities
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