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The Role for Law Right of Access to Information in the

Media Coverage in Jordan

From the viewpoint of the Jordanian Journalists

Abstract

This study aims at identifying the role of law of freedom of information in the
media coverage and helping journalists to get information. It also focuses on the
extent to which this law is effective and the mechanism used by the official bodies

to activate it so that the journalists and people can benefit from it.

This study depended on the descriptive method and a questioner as a tool and a
purposive sample of Jordanian journalists who are working in some newspapers,
journals and internet websites were selected that 192 of them answered on this

questioner and the results of the study were as follows:

1- According to the Jordanian journalists. The Jordanian laws do not
guarantee the freedom of information to a high extend. This also shows how
little the Jordanian journalists know about a law of freedom of information
which protects them.

2- The support of the journalists of the study in respect to the role of law
which guarantees the journalists right for the freedom of information is

kind of medium support.



3.

The evaluation of the Jordanian journalists for the Jordanian legislations
and restrictions in regard to the information freedom right indicated to
means between the low and medium that no paragraph got a high mean
which — in other words means — no paragraph indicated to high level
approval.

The paragraph which states that ' the journalists in Jordan are exposed to
pressure in regard to information blackout' obtained approval and support
of the journalists with a medium mean in time those journalists weakly
supported the paragraph which states that ' Jordanian journalists are
exposed to personal pressure''.

The most important problem which faces the journalists in the matter of
freedom of information was indicated to in the paragraph which states that
"objection to provide information with existence of threaten' and the
second problem which faces journals was when journalists ask for

information, they provided with inaccurate information.
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