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Abstract

Status and Image of Woman in Kuwaiti TV

(Zuwaratt khamees Series as a Model)
(An Analytical -Qualitative Study)

Prepared by: Ali Doushi Alaradah

Supervised by: Prf. Hammedah Somaisem

The study aimed at discover how a Treatment of women issue and
stereotyped in the Kuwaiti television series “Zuwaratt Khamees”. The
study also aimed at showing how women-related issues are presented in the
series. An example of such issues is the question to change in the cultural
and social values that help constitute a mental and stereotyped image of
women. The researcher has chosen this series as a purposive sample, or as a
model for modern television series that was produced after the year 2000.
The series is ripe with female characters, (14) feminine characters leading
In companion (15) male characters between primary and semi-primary.
To achieve the objectives of the study, the researches took up an
analytical qualitative methodology utilizing the social- cultural perspective
in analysis. Observation and interview are the study tools. There are some
of the major findings of the study:

- The series dealt especially with marriage relation and social
coherence in general, and the analysis results concluded that
marriage relations are threatened with anxiety resulted from the
instability of values and standards governing people’s behavior,
to the degree which rarely look in it that the relations stable or
sacred, including marriage relations.

- The series indicated that the most important disturbance in
marriage relations come from the man, who seeks to marry a
second time in secret, and he is who threatens divorce, and he is
who uses violence against women sometimes.

- Negative stereotypes predominated on the woman’s status which
express the diminishing of the woman’s status in her relation with
the man, and the woman’s status points out to her roles in society
and her relation with the others, wherein, her relation appeared
subordinate for the man, and did not as an individual who has her
own independence in financial or immaterial liability except
rarely, whereas, one character appeared (Nadia) which was a
model for absolute negativity, and the status of the woman
appeared as a wife in the first rank, then as an individual in the



large family in the second rank, then as a mother in the third rank,
it did not appear in a higher position from the man, not in the
work or in the home or in the public work.

The feminine series’ characters depended in accomplishing its
goals on a series of negative means, most important: secrecy, the
method of running away or evasion from dialogue and
persuasion, and the method of cunning and deceit.

The total of primary and semi-primary feminine characters in the
series amounted to (14) characters, analogous to (15) for men,
and the analysis showed the predominance of negative traits on
the mental images which the series drawn for the woman with a
ratio of (57.1%), in contrast to (53.2%) for men, and the ratio of
the moderate mental images for the woman came to a ratio of
(14.3%) in contrast to (13.5%) for the men, as for the positive
mental images it was (28.6%) for women in contrast to (33.2%)
for the men.

The analysis showed the presence of four patterned images of
woman which are: The old grandmother and she is negative, the
modern grandmother which is positive, the helpless wife with the
husband and she is moderate, and the evil woman in the street and
she is negative.

The series reflected the presence of three kinds of social values,
the positive values which appears with the man and the woman
alike. However, it is less and it is threatened with retreat and ruin,
and the negative values which is mounting and corrupt social
relations, and considered alien to society, and the moderate values
which look so much in the wives behavior toward what they are
subjected to of the husbands’ pressure.
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