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Supervised by:

Hamedasmasem
Abstract

The study aimed to identify the evaluation of satellite coverage to the issues of
religious extremism from the perspective of opinion leaders, and measuring the differences
in the trends of opinion leaders toward addressing religious extremism in satellite channels
issues depending on different variables (gender, educational qualification and the satellite
channel) though answering the following questions: What is degree of satellite coverage
evaluation for religious extremism issues in terms of characteristics, nature and effects of
media coverage in the public opinion? Do the assessments of opinion leaders differ
regarding the degree of evaluation of satellite channels coverage for extremism issues in

terms of gender?

This study depended on the descriptive analytical approach using two tools of
questionnaire and interviews. the study target group is a group of opinion leaders in Jordan
who are: politicians (ministers, MPs, heads of political parties, political analysts), academics
(media and political science Ph.Ds at universities), media (Edition managers at newspapers

and satellite channels, press leaders , the head of the Audio-Visual Media Commission).



The number of sample members who have been subjected to statistical analysis are (150)
person. They were divided into (13) politicians, (52) media members, (85) academics. The
analysis adopted statistical analysis package for Social Sciences (SPSS ) to extract the
results of the study in which the most important one is that the evaluation of satellite
channels coverage for extremism issues in terms of characteristics , nature and effects of
media coverage in the public opinion are ranked in descending order. The first place is for
the nature of satellite coverage, second place is for satellite coverage characteristics and
the third place is for effects media coverage. In addition , opinion leaders watch local, Arab
and foreign satellite channels regarding extremism issues intermittently at a rate of 46.7%,
the watching rate of e opinion leaders for programs specialized in programs' issues related
to daily religious extremism is 31.3% while the weekly following-up rate is at 68.7%. The
study recommends on the need to conduct further studies on satellite channels coverage of
extremism issues in order to identify its ability to affect all society categories, especially the
youth and to conduct further studies on the role of the media in general and E- media in

particular on the role of satellites in the reduction of religious extremism.

Keywords: Satellite T.V Coverage, the Issues of Religious Extremism, opinion

Leaders in Jordan
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Question 1:

Religious extremism is usually defined by the norms and
culture of a given society. In Islam, religious extremism
came to represent those teachings that would fall outside
the society’s norms and culture especially in the religious
atmosphere. But since societies are dynamic and always
subject to shifts and change in its norms, religious
understanding if it does not take into consideration ( but it
should) the changes within the society thus it would fall
under the label of “extremism.

Question 2: Not every religious extremist idea should result
in violence or terrorism. In other words, in an open
democratic society, extremists can still have a voice to
express their views within the boundaries of the law and by
respecting other views especially the mainstream views of
the society. This is the case in western countries and other
liberal democracies. Arab countries are not free and are not
liberal democracies and have no real market economies
therefore, such societies tend to be intolerant against other
views especially when they disagree with such views.

Question 3: Arab satellite channels are not an independent
and free media, and they are not a business that is subject
to a market economy of supply and demand. They are ,
instead, owned and semi-owned by governments who are
repress free speech, and express their own policies through
these channels. Therefore that Arab satellite channels are
not credible source to measure and explain what terrorism
is what terrorism is not. For the most part, such channels
are following what the government definition of who is the
enemy and who is the terrorist.
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Western channels tend to have a space between
themselves and the government (American or British etc )
even though they still express a western point of view when
they cover what is terrorism and what is legitimate struggle.
Example in Ukraine, Western channels expressed western
approach against Russia’s attack against Ukraine.

*No TV news network is objective. But the difference
between Arab and western ones is how much they try to be
objective and present BOTH views within the space of time
or print space in their stories.

Arab channels tend to be one way, and very biased without
an attempt to at least bring another opinion to the table.

*Yes, Some Satellite channels in the Arab world have
supported and expanded extremism in their coverage
because they are not free and independent media, and
because they follow government policy of supporting this
group or opposing that group.
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