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Abstract

The Role of the Lebanese Satellite Television Stations in
Forming The Lebanese public opinion towards

confessionalism

"Field Study”

Prepared by:

Dana Imad Mohammad Farhat

Supervised by:
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Faculty of Media / Middle East University/ 2015

The study aims to identify the role of Lebanese satellite television stations,
from a Lebanese perspective, in forming the Lebanese public opinion towards
confessionalism.  This will be achieved by studying the statistical significant
differences on several variables: Religious group, Social class, Educational level and

age group.

This study based on a descriptive approach using surveys as the main tool.

The gathered data was used to identify the correlation between the current reality



of the Lebanese satellite television stations broadcasts, confessionalism and its effect

on the public opinion.

The study group was composed of (360) Lebanese from various regions and
sects which are exposed on a daily basis for the Lebanese satellite channels, the
sample was chosen randomly. To check the veracity of the study tool, the researcher
used the content sincerity and used the (test- retest) method and the internal
consistency to check the stability of the tool. The study led to several outcomes,

among which:

1.  The highest recurrence to (how you understand confessionalism) was for those
who answered strongly Agree to (over valuate the doctrine) as their repeat

reached (120) with (33.3%).

2. The highest recurrence of (trends) was for those who answered strongly Agree
to (sue channels that give rise to sectarian strife) as their repeat reached (231)

with (64.29%).

3. No statistical significance on the role of Lebanese satellite television stations in
forming the Lebanese public opinion towards confessionalism in relation with

social class and age group.

4.  No statistical significance on the role of Lebanese satellite television stations in
forming the Lebanese public opinion towards confessionalism in relation with

sectarianism and its understanding.

5.  Statistical significance on the role of Lebanese satellite television stations in

forming the Lebanese public opinion in relation with educational level.



The study concluded many, recommendations:

1.

Activating a legal framework or context in dealing with private Lebanese

satellite stations in terms of confessionalism.

Reconsidering the audio-visual media law, including efforts to end one-colored

media clusters and transfer its ownership to wider communities and parties.

Launching an observatory to monitor and limit coercive speech and sectarian

incitement spread by public media and private satellite channels.
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