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Abstract

Documentary Films Addressing the Islamic State
Analytical Study: Vice Films Network as a Model
by:

Hiba Fathi Lafi Humeidat
Supervised :

Pro. Hamida Smeisem

This thesis aimed at analytically studying documentary films addressing the
Islamic State and the struggle between it and other armed organizations. In addition, the
study was intended to examine commitment of the film producer with technical
procedures, trustworthiness, and accuracy, taking four related films of the British

Network Vice as a Model.

This study employed an analytical descriptive approach to analysis of four films
about the Islamic State that were produced by Vice Films British Network titled as
Islamic State, Syria - the New Qaida Country, Valley of Wolves, and Rawjava. The
study employed two tools for data collection: (i) an analytical survey to analyze the
sample films for the main points which are identified in the 'ldea and Subject Unit:
What was said?', the 'ldea and Subject Unit: How was it said?', and the Character Unit.
The second tool was the interview for collecting data and information through asking
open-ended questions especially intended for documentary films and for the Islamic
State, by meeting different specialists in documentary films and preachers of the Jihadi

Salafi direction.

The main study findings were as follows:

—There are statistically-significant differences in the 'Idea and Subject Unit: What
was said?', which are represented by the sub-categories of all army scenes, scene nature,
killing reasons, violence scenes, information sources in the film, and the locations
where the films were produced that led to differences between the films in the favor of

the Islamic State film.

—There are statistically-significant differences in the '[dea and Subject Unit: How
was it said?', which are represented by the sub-categories of scene sizes, use of musical

effects, and the commenting pattern, that led to differences between the films in favor of



the Islamic State film. Furthermore, an analytical proof was obtained on significant
differences between the four films related to the appearance of women and children in
favor of the Islamic State and the Rawjava films. Moreover, differences between the

four films in the scene consistency in favor of the Rawjava film were observed.

—There are statistically-significant differences between the four films in the
character unit, represented by the sub-categories of character categories, character types,
character nationality, and character appearance in favor of the Islamic State film.
Meantime, no analytical proof on significant differences between the four films in the

appearance of the character has been detected.

The researcher gave some recommendations and stressed the importance of
producer's mastery of the essentials of documentary film, photography skills, and film
preparation, especially the producers producing films in war zones. The researcher also
recommended teaching the documentary film subject in media colleges in Jordanian
universities as well as directing graduate students to conduct research on documentary

film making and its influence on audience's subconscious.

Keywords: Documentary Films, Islamic State,Vice Network.
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