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RECEIVING DOCUMENTARY FILM AND NARRATIVE
FILM BASED ON A TRUE STORY AN EMPIRICAL
COMPARATIVE STUDY

By Omar Nabil Said
Supervised By Prof. Ezzat Hijab

Abstract

This study compares the reception of documentary films and
narrative films in terms of narrative engagement, education and
the audience belief of film's credibility. By measuring the
indications of reception aspects the study can be validated and
used to bring empirical indications on the different influences
that documentary has compared to narrative film.

The study concluded that there is a measurable indicators on the
presence of a real influence on audience reception of a story if
the film format was changed between narrative and
documentary, and the results shows the supremacy of narrative
film over the documentary in many narrative engagement
aspects such as empathy, cognitive perspective taking, level of
attention, loss of time, and narrative involvement. in the other
hand the documentary film achieved a higher level of audience
belief of film's credibility.

Keywords: Narrative Film, Documentary Film, Historical and
Reenactment Film, Reception, Narrative Engagement, Audience
Studies, Based on a True Story Film.
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