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The Impacts of the Iraqi Invasion of Kuwait on the Iraqgi-American
Relations.

Prepared by: Saleh Khalaf Saleh
Supervised by: Prof. Dr. Abdelmajed Ali Al-Azzam

Abstract

This study aims to identify the reasons behind the Iraqi invasion of
Kuwait by concentrating on the international and Iraqi circumstances
before the invasion, and to clarify the attitudes of the International
Community at the international and regional level towards the invasion.
Moreover, it examines the reactions of the American administrations to the
invasion by highlighting the reasons behind the Second Gulf War in 1991
and its consequences. It also points out the consequences of the American
occupation of Iraq by clarifying its reasons and outcomes.

The study is dedicated to answer the main question of the impact of the
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait on August 1990 on the American-Iraqi
relationships, which led to the occupation of Iraq on April 2003, and the
effects of this occupation on the future relationships between both
countries. The study is based on the main hypothesis that the Iraqi invasion
of Kuwait in 1990 served as an excuse for a direct American intervention in
the Middle East affairs, which made the United States follow a power-
driven foreign policy to face dangers jeopardizing its regional and

international interests.

The study is based on a number of approaches in dealing with its
subjects and requirements: (1) the historical approach, which requires an
inductive method based on analysis and reconstruction of the then events
related to Iraq, and which also requires a slight examination of history, as
the historical events overlap between Iraq and Kuwait. (2) the descriptive
analytical approach to describe and analyze events that depend on the
performance of the American and Iraqi decision-makers in the light of the
events between 1990-1991 and their outcomes that had led to the American
occupation of Iraq in 2003.



The study has proved the validity of its hypothesis, i.e. the Iraqi
invasion of Kuwait was an excuse for the direct American intervention in
the region.

The study reached a number of conclusions, most importantly: the
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait was due to historical, economic and geostrategic
reasons, and it resulted in many outcomes like, and most importantly, the
withdrawal of the Iraqi Government from Kurdistan, air embargo in
northern and southern Iraq and the destruction of the infrastructure of the
Iraqi’s economy (which was already burdened with debts due to the Iran-
Iraq War). Furthermore, it resulted in American reactions of adopting an
American foreign policy based on Carter’s principle that justifies the use of
force against Iraq after jeopardizing United State’s vital interests in the
region. Besides, the study concluded that the American invasion of Iraq in
2003 was based on inaccurate information about Iraq’s possessions of
mass-destruction weapons and its connection with terrorists organizations.
The study predicts also the conclusion of the future American occupation
of Iraq, and presumes it is contingent upon the political developments in
the regional and international level and upon the implementation of the
United States of the agreement to withdraw its forces from Iraq.

The study made recommendations based on its conclusions, most
prominent are: opposing the American directions imposed on Iraq with
other regional parties like Iran and Turkey in connection with media,
ideological and cultural levels. Moreover, the study recommends to
distinguish between the political streams and movements with national and
anti-occupation slogans and the armed groups that adopt terrorist acts
aimed at the innocent. It also recommends standing against those
movements that call upon division of Iraq based on racial, religious or other
backgrounds, and recommends also conducting a national campaign that
reassures the Iraqis and convince them that they are able to manage their

own affairs and makes them aware that the Iraqi domestic conflicts
are a byproduct of the occupation and that withdrawal must be accelerated
in order to end many of these conflicts.
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