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Abstract

This study aimed to detect the process of political reform and its
developments in Kuwait since 1991 until 2010 to identify the mechanisms
and means of political reform in Kuwait and it success in achieving the
objectives of the reform process. It also aimed to clarify the role of political
forces in the reform process, as well as to identify the obstacles facing the
process of political reform in Kuwait and how to deal with them and
addressed how to bring this process to the desired objectives.

The study based on the main hypothesis that "During the period from 1991
until 2010, Kuwait has witnessed many of the political reforms that
contributed to the development of the Kuwaiti democratic process, but that
reform efforts in Kuwait still need further work and development to reach
democratic models, especially in the light of ongoing tensions and
disagreements between the executive and legislative branches in Kuwait. "
The most important results of the study are:

- Since its beginning in the mid-eighteenth century, Kuwaiti society based
on the social contract theory. Democratic practice is not new to the Kuwaiti
society, but present reality and has been practiced since the establishment
of the State through the application of Shura, in addition to the concept of
corporate governance between the ruler and the ruled.

- During the period from 1991 to 2010, Kuwait witnessed many
developments at the level of political reform and change in society, but that
reform efforts still suffer from many drawbacks that hinder the march

forward in the reform process.



o
- The crown prince as prime minister, the criminalizing of sup elections,

press and publications Law and the Law of the audio-visual, the fall of the
Gatherings Law, the crisis of electoral districts, and political rights of
Kuwaiti women, are the most important issues that formed the core issues
in the process of political reform and change in Kuwait during the period
from 1991 until 2010.

- The most important obstacles facing the process of political reform in
Kuwait which related to the nature of the political system such as lack of
political will, weak institutional level within the political system. In
addition to the obstacles related to the nature of Kuwaiti society, such as
the lack of organized political opposition and the absence of political
parties, the absence of effective institutions of civil society, traditional
tribal structures, weak democratic culture and, finally, lack of consensus on
the concept of democracy.

Finally the study recommended a series of recommendations including:
- Work to create legislation to finish the political chaos in Kuwait, through
the political parties law regulating political work in Kuwait.

- Changing the electoral system with regard to the division of electoral
districts, by dealing with Kuwait as a single electoral district.

- Amending the election law, by reducing the voting age from 21 to 18
years. As well as allowing the political participation of military.

- The need to abide by the constitution and not break it, because it is a
safety valve of Kuwaiti society. And working to modify it by providing

more freedoms as stipulated in Article 174 of the Constitution.
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