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Food Dependency and Arab National Security
Causes and Effects
Student: Rabab Ali Jameel Al- Shouk

Supervisor: Mohammed Awad Al- Hazaimeh

Abstract

This study aimed to clarify the reasons behind leading to Arab food dependency, and
its reflections on the Arab national security as a result of this dependency. This thesis had a
major hypothesis that: The Arab world lives in a state of food dependency to global food
market, this dependency is considered to be one of the key factors that leads to loosening the
Arab national security and weakening it, the researcher used descriptive analytical approach
to verify the validity of the hypothesis, this led the researcher to use political economy
approach, because food products considered to be an important element in economy,
economy always connected to politics and vise versa, we can say there is no economy
without politics and no politics without economy.

The researcher made a number of conclusions through this study, the most important
ones are : There is no doubt that Arab food dependency depends on foreign market because
the Arab production does not satisfy the needs of Arab world, government financial -
encouragement policies are still below the required level, Arab food security was
unattainable in the present circumstances, Arab agricultural development efforts are unable to
develop the agriculture and rising it to the required ambitions, the reasons of dependency
come from internal reasons related to Arab issues and external ones related to the countries
that control the global food markets, and that the Arab national security is affected negatively
as long as Arab needs increase to import foreign products, Arab food problem is a remarkable
sign to the failure of Arab economic and development policies, under this food dependency
the door of the Arab world is widely opened to all those ravening who have a desire to enter
and mess up with the Arab potential and shake its national security.

The above conclusions led to several recommendations included: both Arab
nationalism and Arab world should intensify their efforts in order to promote the agricultural
scientific research to increase the Arab food productivity, political stability leads to
agricultural development, audio and printed media play a big role in promoting Arab
products, and preferring the Arab products over the foreign competitive ones, it is necessary
to provide a protection to Arab products and support Arab farmers by providing financial
resources, reducing the tax rate, providing modern means of cultivation, benefiting from
every possible means in the field of agriculture, such as sewage water, and reducing the
excessive consumption of food commodities, which stands behind the growing rise in the
individuals income of high incomes Arab countries.
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