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The American Occupation of Irag and itsImpact on
The Iraqgi -Jordanian Relations 2003-2010

Prepared by
Researcher Uday Asaad Khammas
Supervised by
Dr. Ahmad Saleem al-Bursan

Abstract

This study examines the impact of the American occupation of Iraq on the
Iragi-Jordanian relationships from 2003 to 2010. The study draws on a number
of research methods (e.g. the historical method) to study the development of
the lragi-Jordanian relationship. The study also employs the descriptive-
analytical method to study the changes in the Iragi-Jordanian relationships and
the quantitative analysis to compare the trade figures using official documents
and guestionnaires during and before this period.

The study consists of six chapters. The first chapter deals with the study’s
general framework. The second chapter sheds light on the origin and
development of the Iragi-Jordanian relationships (1921-2003) in three topics:
(1) the relationship during the monarchy (1921-1958), (2) the relationship
during the republic (1958-2003), and (3) the Iragi-Jordanian economic and
cultural relationships during both the monarchy and the republic.

The third chapter examines the Iragi-Jordanian political relationships from
2003 to 2010 in three topics: (1) the American foreign policy towards Iraq
American Occupation (1968-2003), (2) the Jordanian standpoint towards the
American occupation of Irag, and (3) the Iragi-Jordanian relationships from
2003 to 2010.

The fourth chapter deals with the Iragi-Jordanian economic relationships in
three topics: (1) cooperation and trade relationships, (2) the role of oil in Iragi-
Jordanian relationships, and (3) Iragi investments in Jordan. The fifth chapter
examines the security, cultural and social relationships between Irag and
Jordan in three topics: (1) security relationships between the two countries, (2)
cultural relationships, and (3) the Iragi community in Jordan. The last chapter
consists of the epilogue, conclusions, study’s recommendations, and a list of
resources and references.



Some of the study’s conclusions ar e:
- The American occupation and its impact on Iraq has contributed in

shaping the relationships between Iraq and Jordan and has created an
Iragi-Jordanian convergence through security agreements signed by
both countries.

An outcome of the deteriorating security situation in Iraq is the increase
of the number of Iragi refugees in Jordan, which fostered the Iraqgi-
Jordanian convergence, especially in the economic field.

The social and cultural dimension was present in the lragi-Jordanian
relationships as the presence of Iraqis created social convergence that
resulted in affinities and marriages. Moreover, the high level and
development of education in Jordan motivated the Iragi students to
enroll in greater numbers in the Jordanian educational institutions.

Some of the study’s recommendations are:

- Fostering the political relationships between both countries by means of
mutual visits by officials of both countries — whether from the executive
or the judiciary.

Enabling the economic agreements and establishing a free zone between
both countries.

Increasing oil cooperation between Irag and Jordan in order to foster
their economic interests.

Promoting mutual cultural cooperation between educational institutions
in both countries.
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