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Geographical factor in the Jordanian decision-maker perception and its
impact on the Jordanian foreign policy

Researcher :Hussein Ali Al- Abdallat
Supervisor: Prof. Mohamed Awad Alhzaimeh

Abstract

This study aimed to indicate the reality of geographical factor in the
decision-maker perception and its impact on the Jordanian foreign policy,

as this study has basically relied on the hypothesis that:

The geographical factor is one of the parameters that determine the
movement of Jordanian foreign policy in both the planning and
implementation. The researcher has used the analysis methodology and
snider methodology, for being capable methods to analyze the relationship
of geographical location and elements to the power of the state, and
demonstrates the relationship of the state’s power or weakness that

provided by the data of the geographical factor.

This study has put the researcher to several conclusions including:

The data of natural geography for the Jordanian geographical location
adversely affect the decision-maker, which is reflected on the Jordanian
foreign policy during the phases of planning and implementation,
moreover, the geographic data led the decision maker to take political
stands in harmony with the composition of the population in Jordan, and
these stands imposed more burdens and responsibilities on the Jordanian
decision-maker that have limited the external behavior of Jordan. The

geographical milieu occupied by Jordan carried many determinants to the



Jordanian foreign policy, especially the long borders with Israel, which
adopts an expansionary ideology aimed at seizing more of Arab land.

The previous findings necessitated a number of recommendations
including: the necessity for the Jordanian decision maker to conduct
serious attempts to negotiate with Saudi Arabia to take more of sea coast
along the Gulf of Agaba, the vital need to support farmers to gain more of
food production means to reduce dependence on global food markets, the
need to intervene in the population distribution so as to prevent
overcrowding along with the strip parallel to the Jordan River, the decision
maker has to engage with Arab countries, especially neighboring countries
in order to further cooperation to avoid some of cons held by the
geographical location of Jordan that constantly affects the Jordanian

foreign policy.
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