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Iraq during the Royal & Republican Eras 1920 - 2003
Compar ative Study
Resear cher: the Student: Nawar Saad Mahmoud Al-Mullah
Supervised by : Prof. Dr. Abdelmajed Ali Al-Azzam
Abstract

The aim of this study is to compare between the Royal and republican
regimes in Irag, through exploration of the organizational structure of the
two different regimes in Irag, and to identify the political active parties
during both eras. While the main issue of the study is to answer the
following question: which of the two regimes the Royal or the Republican
Is considered the best and has the most lasting impact on political stability
inlrag.

This study was based on a number of research approaches and
conclusions. The functional structural approach which concerns with the
political regime as a unified integrated compound of a number of activities
interacted between each other by relations of interdependence which is the
essence of existence for the continuation of the regime as a one unit, on the
comparative methodology. the study makes a comparison between the two
regimes, the Royal and Republican and tracks the distribution of political
phenomena in both of them and for al Iragi people, which consists of
different communities carrying different, diverse specifications of ethnic,
sectarian, racia, urban and tribal . The study further clarifies the extent of
the impact of this diversity on both regimes in terms of continuity, changes
and development of both of them in the historical course. then to use the
historical approach to interpretation of events experienced in Irag during
the two eras and their relationship to factors and contemporary events and
stand at the causes of events and trends so as to help in the development of

interpretations of events and contemporary variations, also adopted the



descriptive analytical method to deal with the structure of political
institutions in the two regimes and to study the political behavior of the
leaders of both authorities.

The study succeeded in proves the assumption that the Royal political
regime is the best for governance and contribute to the political stability in
Irag. And it concluded the following :-

1. The parliamentary experience continued in the Royal governance
regime for thirty three years. It ended at his downfall in 14™ of July
1958, this experience witnessed the real application of the
parliamentary system which is based on the existence of legidative
authority paralel to the executive authority, while the parliamentary
experiment lasted for twenty three years in the Fourth Republic
regime and ended at the fall of the political regime by the American
military occupation in 9" of April 2003. There was no parliamentary
life during the first three republican regimes. There was no actua
application of the legidative authority in terms of enacting legislation
and control of the executive authority since the executive authority has
exercised the legidativerole .

2. The executive authority in the Roya regime was based on the
principle of dual power. Next to the King, there was a prime minister
In the top of the pyramid of the executive authority, while the office of
the prime minister was actually absent in the executive authority in the
fourth Republic regime 1968 to 2003 .

3. During the Royal regime, we noticed the experience of managing the
relationship between the different authorities in the state, where there
have been some cases of dissolution of parliament while the

republican regime experience did not involve such democratic



practices, in the presence of a single political party dominates both

parliament and the government .

The study proposed some recommendations on the ground of the
conclusions as follows :-

1. According to the political nature of the Iragi society it might be better
to return to a Roya regime with the same distance from all
communities and fractions, ideologically, politically or intellectually,
and plays as an umbrella for the real democratic life and to buffer the
conflicts between the mentioned elements .

2. To take the opinion of the Iragi people to select the type of political
regime for governing Irag on the basis of a free referendum either the
Royal or the republican regime and to respect the result of thispoll .

3. Strengthening the concept of a shadow cabinet and allow for peaceful
political opposition to the regime, through constitutional legislation, to

play adirect control function to the real work of the government .
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