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Arab National Dimension In Libyan Foreign Policy between Theory
and Practice(1969-2010)
Prepared: by.Abd Alraouf. M.B.Alasmka
Supervised: by Dr. Sa’d F. Al-Sa’d

Abstract

This study, titled “The Arab National Dimension of Libya’s Foreign Policy- The
Relation between Theory and Application”, aims at achieving a number of goals on top
of which are: Introducing the status and importance that the national dimension on
Libya’s foreign policy has gained since 1969, whether in terms of objectives or
behavior, and introducing Libya’s vision in relation to the national dimension in terms
of its nature, elements and threats and the way of depicting it, based on the hypothesis
of the study which says that “The national orientation that emerged in the Libyan
political stance in 1969 reflected on the track of Libya’s Foreign policy and its content
in terms of its input and output. Thus, the Arab National dimension secured an
outstanding and essential position within the priorities of this policy regionally and
internationally”, whereas the problem of the study lies in the problematic relation theory
and application, i.e the researcher’s feelings of the necessity to identify the practice
indications in the behaviors of Libya’s foreign policy in terms of the issue of national
Arab dimension, and what this study came up with including national objectives and
the implementation tools of these objectives. In order to overcome this problem, the
study concentrated on several questions that it sought to answer, including: What are the
pillars of the national dimension of Libya’s foreign policy in the Arab countries since
1969, in terms of objectives and behavior? What are the most important Arab unity
projects that crystallized in the foreign policy? What is the type of relation between
theory and application?

In order to achieve the goals, verify the hypothesis of the study and to overcome its
problem, the scientific research approaches were used including: comparative and
descriptive approaches. This study has reached several conclusions: the weakness of the
relation between theory and application in Libya’s foreign theory, as we found a big
difference between theory and application, i.e the theory is something and the theory is
something else, and all projects related to Arab unity have failed. These conclusions
have necessitated several recommendations: Building righteous rule to support and
reinforce political, economy, social and cultural freedoms, where the righteous rule is
based on transparency, accountability and the rule of law. There must be a national
vision to build political legitimacy through releasing freedoms and establishing civil
society institutions.
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