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Yemen
A Field Study ( Case Study of the Capital City of Sana'a)
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Abstract

This study examined the nature of awareness and political participation
among citizens of Yemen, according to the differences in gender, age,
place of residence, educational level, and to identify the political
information's sources received by the Yemeni citizen.

Study Objectives: the aim of this study is to study the relationship
between awareness and political participation among citizens of Yemen.
A sample of 1200 individual, aged 18 years and over in the capital
(Sana'a) has been selected.

Study Methodology: the descriptive analytical approach was used in
order to achieve objectives of the study, and the instrument was a
questionnaire designed to collect data.

Results: The study concluded with the following results : there is a direct
relationship between the area of political trends and three areas of
political participation (Election, partisan and public activity and political
interest ), there is a direct relationship between the area of political
knowledge in the dimension of awareness and two of the participation
dimension: (membership and election), there is a direct relationship
between the recognition of rights and duties in a dimension of awareness
and all four areas of participation (membership, election , partisan and
public activity, and political interest).

It was shown that the degree of political awareness among Yemeni
citizens vary according to the following variables (type, age, educational
level, place of residence) . The differences were in favor of males for the
variable type, in favor of the older age groups for the variable age , in



favor of the advanced educational levels for the variable level of
education, and in favor of villagers for the place of residence.

The study also indicated that there are differences in the degree of
political participation of Yemeni citizen according to gender, age,
education level and place of residence, and differences in the political
participation was in favor of males for the variable type, and for youth
groups with ages (29-39) years for the variable age, and for the advanced
educational level for the variable level of education, and in favor of
villagers for the place of residence.

The study concluded that television is the most important source among
other sources for Yemeni citizens to obtain information , then
newspapers, radio, Internet and Khat sessions.

The study recommended with the need to establish an organization or a
national public body for political awareness affiliated to the Government
of Yemen, and to hold courses, seminars and special programs especially
by the media, political parties and civil society organizations for the
purpose to raise citizen and political awareness, and to adopt materials
related to political awareness and culture as well as the curriculum taught
in schools and universities, and the need for political parties and
organizations contact with the citizens, and working to increase regular
activity on an ongoing and continuous basis, and to open the way for
citizens who wish to nominate themselves for the election without
exercising any pressure on them or any action that interferes with their
nomination.
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