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Abstract

The Status of the Turkish Foreign Policy towards the

European Union and its Future

Prepared by: Hayder Jasim Mohammed
Supervised by: Abdulkader Mohammed Fahmi Al-Taie

Joining Turkey to the European Union (EU) has been one of the
major goals of the Turkish foreign policy. Therefore, Turkey started to
follow a dynamic foreign policy throughout its region, that faces various
global changes, and attempts to present it positively. As a result of
observing the Turkish foreign policy, a vital change in the Turkish foreign
policy was noticed since the Cold War that had been a barricade against the
expansion of the Soviet Union. But, After the dissolution of the Soviet
Union in (1991) new areas such as Balkans,Caucsus, Central Asia, and the
Middle East, were open to Turkey. Thus, Turkey succeeded noticeably
especially after the Winning of the Justice and development Party (JDP)
,headed by Receb Tayyip Erdogan, in the Parliamentary elections. This
success may be resulted from depending on a cooperative role in its ties

with the Arab countries after such relations were significantly sensitive.

The significance of this study comes from the fact that it is deemed
one of the studies that address the subject of allowing Turkey to join the
EU and its consequence arguments concerning the nature and the reality of
the Turkish foreign policy towards achieving this aim. Moreover, through
the researcher's extensive reading about this subject, he noticed that there

were no sufficient presentation of the reasons that hindered joining Turkey



to the EU such as those related to the Turkish policy incapability or the
deliberate actions made by the EU.

The current study aimed to investigate the encumbrances that impede
Turkey's accession to EU and the factors which affect its foreign policy and

make it unable to accede to the EU.

The hypothesis of this study suggest that the EU state members'
policies towards Turkey were based on preconceptions and intentions that
include within certain objectives. As a result, such policies will not help
Turkey to Join the EU and this what motivated it to look for other areas to

move in but with an eye on Europe.

According to the above mentioned, and for the purpose of research
objectivity, the current study depended on various analytical methods
namely, the analytical , the historical, and the systematic along with the
decision making method. Finally, the researcher recommends that Turkey
should improve its relations with all of the EU state members so as to get a
consensus approval to join the Union. On the other hand, Turkey should
take into consideration that joining the EU will be unclear and will not
end with success. Therefore it should preserve its international and regional
roles via establishing ties based on joint interests to enhance its status

internationally and regionally.
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