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Abstract
The Role of Oil in Forming the American Strategy
Towards Arab Gulf Area

“Iraq as a Case Study”’
Prepared by: Athra Raddam Marzook Al-Awad
Supervised by: Prof. Dr. Abdul-Qadir Mohammed Fahmi Al-Taee

The study aimed to provide a clear image of the developmental
stages of the American strategy regarding oil; which transcended from
being a target to being a means of achieving the main goal of the American
strategy which is hegemony and world domination. The study then
specified the goals and the true motives behind the American presence in
the Arab Gulf region, since the American strategy involves declared and
undeclared goals to gain control over this area.

The importance of this study becomes prominent as it sheds light on
the nature and the truth of the American policy in strategic planning, which
works to secure its vital interests and what is considered to be a national
interest. The study also focuses on the importance of the role of oil in the
competition among the capitalist economic forces led by the United States
of America.

In order to prove the validity of the hypothesis that oil is an authentic
variable in determining important aspects in the American strategy, and
that oil had a clear role in emphasizing America’s hegemony and control
over the Arab Gulf region as well as the occupation of Iraq in 2003, several
approaches were adopted, including systemic analysis: which studies input
(external stimulus) that made successive American administrations focus
their interest on the Arab Gulf region and the subsequent policies involving
the region (output). The historical approach: follows the historical roots of
American interest in the Arab Gulf region. Decision making approach:
follows the mechanisms by which American decisions are made to focus
American interest in this region in light of the already achieved interests or
the interests that are considered achievable by the United States of
America.



The study concluded that oil holds a strategic value to the United
States of America, and thus gaining control over this resource secures the
continuity of the economical and industrial advancement of the capitalist
countries. Since the ability of the USA to take action politically, militarily,
and economically overrides all laws and international legitimacy when
confronting the countries that come in contact and collide with its interests,
the study proved the validity of its assumption that the role of oil is an
authentic variable in determining important aspects of the American
strategy, and that the USA follows several policies to secure energy
resources (oil) to ensure meeting its needs in addition to preserving a
position of international leadership. Therefore, occupying Iraq was part of
an integral American strategic vision to accomplish its goals in controlling
the Arab Gulf region, since controlling Iraq’s oil means controlling the
Arab Gulf’s oil.

In light of the study’s results, the researcher recommends the
following: Reinforcing leadership roles of Arab Gulf states within OPEC
and enhancing their effectiveness as essential partners in the new
international economic system, especially that economical coordination and
cooperation among Arab states became an urgent necessity in a world
heading towards major economical entities and conglomerations. The
importance of this orientation comes in turning the funds of Arabic oil into
an effective economical power in the international market. The researcher
also recommends encouraging investments in countries that are rich in
resources in order to produce energy alternatives and to provide energy to
the continuously increasing world inhabitants.
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EIA, U.S. Energy Information Administration,

Short-Term Energy EIA Outlook, Nov/2014

http://www.eia.gov/forecasts/steo/report
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Association for the Study of Peak Oil (www.peakoil.net); International Energy
Agency (IEA), "World Energy Outlook 2010" (Paris: IEA, 2010); J.C. Campbell,
"The Age of Oil," Petroleum Review, November 2003, p. 44; Organization of
the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC), "World Oil Outlook 2010."
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