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Reality and Future of Jordan's policy towards Jerusalem and Its

Holly Sights in the light of the peace settlement projects
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Abstract
The Future of Jordan's Policy Towards Jerusalem and its Holy Sites
in the Light of the Settlement Propositions
Submitted by: Mahmoud Bader Al-Hadid
Supervisor: Dr.Mohammed Saleh Baniessa

The city of Jerusalem; of Arabic roots and Islamic cultural background,
whose very name acts as a title to the seemingly unsolvable Palestinian crisis, an
issue where no final, just or stable solution could exist without guaranteeing
fundamental Arab Islamic rights, specifically rights which relate to Jerusalem's
holy sites.

The Hashemites of Jordan formed a strong relationship with the city of
Jerusalem. Said relationship was built according to a religious stance, a
nationalist stance and an initial political stance. Accordingly, they insured its
holy sites are put under their aegis and received appropriate upkeep. In
adherence to this tradition Jordan continues to provide proper service to all the
holy sites in the city of Jerusalem.

The problem of conducting such a study lies in explaining the evolution
of Jordanian policy toward the city of Jerusalem from the 1950 decision to unite
both banks to 2015 politics.

This study is launches itself from the theory that Jordan has adopted such
a policy for it views Jerusalem’s many holy sites as an integral part of its Arabic
Islamic heritage, and that this policy was of benefit of the city and its holy sites
in the face of Israeli occupation.

In order to check the legitimacy of the aforementioned theory I have
answered the questions placed in my overall study through various scholarly
approaches relying mostly on a historical, analytical and juristic approach.

The study came to a plethora of conclusions the most important of which
is that the Jordanian policy was sufficiently flexible when it dealt with the many
changes that occurred in regards to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the city of
Jerusalem. From the time it changed from demanding the return of Jerusalem’s
sovereignty after Israeli occupation to the time it sought to keep Jerusalem’s
holy sites under Jordanian custody and guardianship.

The study also offers a number of recommendations, such as beseeching
all Arab and Muslim parties into offering support, be it political or economic,
towards Jordan as it plays the role of guardian to Jerusalem’s holy sites as well
as a supporter to the Arab people of Jerusalem in the face of tyranny and the
ever looming threat of having their city’s heritage erased by Israel.
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