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The Appropriateness of Budget Allocations in Iraqi
Public Higher Education Institutions for Achieving
Their Objectives:

A Case Study of Diyala University and the Foundation
of Technical Education

Prepared by: Ammar Ghazi Ibrahim Al-Ezzi

Supervised by: Dr. Modar Ali Abdullatif

This study aimed at exploring how appropriate budget allocations in Iraqi
public higher education institutions are for achieving the stated objectives of
these institutions. To do so, it used a case study approach applied on two Iraqi
public higher education institutions, which are the University of Diyala and
the Foundation of Technical Education. The researcher analysed the budget
for these two institutions over five years (2008-2012), and conducted
interviews with financial officers who deal with the budget from both

institutions.

The study found that the budget allocations in both the University of Diyala
and the Foundation of Technical Education do not achieve the stated
objectives for both institutions, as most allocations are for salaries. It was also
found that the budget department in the Ministry of Finance did not
sufficiently take into account the initial budget prepared by either of the two

institutions, and therefore it allowed for some unnecessary allocations and



omitted some necessary allocations. The study also found significant
differences between the details of the allocations in the budget and the actual
expenditures by both institutions, and also found differences among figures

for some budget items among the years covered in the study.

The study recommended that more coordination exist between Iraqi public
higher education institutions and the budget department in the Ministry of
Finance, where the institutions prepare plans including their objectives and
needs, and the budget department takes these amounts into account when
allocating budget items. The study also recommended that Iraqi public higher
education institutions allow more participation by faculties in planning the
budget in order for it to be more optimal and achieve the institutions’
objectives and needs, and avoid as much as possible failures and changes in

allocating budget items in practice by these institutions.
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98 6,989,225 288,000,000 281,010,775 Toulhajd
Cile galaag
78 37,333,893 170,000,000 132,666,107 ey S
75 30,086,623 119,000,000 88,913,377 s Lall
Wl
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