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Teaching History to Eleventh Grade Kuwaiti Students by Using
Discovery and Dialogue Methods and its Effect on their Critical
Thinking and Achievement

Prepared by:
Salah Ghanem AL-Dhafiri
Supervised by:
Prof. Jawdat Ahmed Almasseed
ABSTRACT

This study aimed at knowing the effect of discovery and dialogue
methods on the critical thinking and achievement for the eleventh grade

students in the state of Kuwait. The study questions were as follows:

1. Does the critical thinking of Kuwaiti eleventh grade students who
studied history differ according to the teaching method (discovery:«

dialogue and traditional method) ?

2- Does the achievement of the Kuwaiti eleventh grade students who
studied history differ according to the teaching method (discovery,

dialogue and traditional method)?

The researcher developed an achievement test and adopted the Watson-
Glaser test for critical thinking. Test — retest, KR20, and Cronbach ALpha
formulas were used to insure the reliability of the test which reached (0.84)

and (0.89).

The sample of the study consisted three sections with a total (57)
students which selected randomly: the first experimental group was taught
the Islamic history by dialogue method, the second experimental group was
taught the Islamic history by discovery method, and the control group

which was taught the Islamic history by traditional method.



The researcher used ANCOVA to answer the questions of the study, and

the results showed the followings :

e There were statistical significant differences at the level (a < 0.05)
between students' critical thinking in favor of those who studied
history by using dialogue and discovery methods, when compared
with the traditional method, and in favor of the dialogue when

compared with discovery.

e There were statistical significant differences at the level (a < 0.05)
between students' achievement according to the teaching method, in
favor of those who studied history by using dialogue and discovery
methods, when compared with the traditional method, and in favor of

dialogue when compared with discovery.

Upon such results, the researcher suggested a number of
recommendations, such as: the Ministry of Education should encourage
history teachers to use the two methods of dialogue and discovery in the
class situations for the purpose of using such methods in the teaching

learning process with the students.

Also, new research studies should be conducted about using dialogue
and discovery methods in different history topics and classes with another
new variables such as students 1.Q. and students G.P.A (Grade Point

Average) and the class levels.
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