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Abstract
Title
Scope of Conformity of the Jordanian Access to Information Law

with the International Standards

Researcher's Name
Yahia Shukeir

Supervisor's Name

Professor Dr. Mohamad Olwan

The world is witnessing an increasing demand of passing freedom of
information laws (FOI). 75 countries have adopted such new laws since 1990.

Jordan was the first Arab country to enact it's FOI in 2007.

The study found that after five years the Jordanian FOI didn't guarantee the
flow of information from the government neither to journalists nor to citizens

who are the final beneficiaries.

The Government didn't pay effective efforts to raise the public awareness on the
law. It didn't also allocate enough resources to make enough training to civil

servants who are vested in implementing the law.

The study found that the Information Council's (IC) decisions aren't binding
regarding complaints from citizens who filed requests and denied their right to

access information. IC also keeps in secret its annual report.

The study recommends amendments to the Jordanian FOI to meet the

international standards. It also it suggests amendments to other laws which have



chilling effect on implementing the Jordanian FOI like the State Secrets and

Documents Law and other neighboring laws.
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Freedom of Information laws In Chronological order

Ran | Country Year of formal Name of the law
king | name approval or formal
adoption of the FOIA
1 Sweden 1766 Freedom of the press act
Colombia 1888 Law Ordering the Publicity of Off.
Acts and Documents
3 Finland 1951 Act on the openness of government
activities
4 United States | 1966 Freedom of information act
Denmark 1970 Access to public administration files
act
Norway 1970 Freedom of information act
7 France 1978 Law on freedom of access to
administrative documents
Netherlands | 1978 Act on public access to government
information
9 Australia 1982 Freedom of information act
New Zealand | 1982 Official information act
Canada 1983
12 Greece 1986 Code of administrative procedure
Austria 1987 Federal law on the duty to furnish
information
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14 Italy 1990 Law on administrative procedure
and the right of access
15 Hungary 1992 Act on the protection of pers. data
and public access to information
Ukraine 1992 Law on information
Spain 1992 Law on Rules for Public
Information
18 Portugal 1993 Law on access to administrative
documents
19 Belgium 1994 Law on the right of access to
administrative documents
Belize 1994 Freedom of information act
Hon Kong 1995 Code on Access to Information
22 Iceland 1996 Iceland 1996 Information act
South Korea | 1996 Act on disclosure of information by
public agencies
24 Thailand 1997 Official information act
Uzbekistan 1997 Law on the principles and
guarantees of FOI
Ireland 1997 Ireland 1997 Freedom of
information act
27 Latvia 1998 Law on freedom of information
Israel 1998 Freedom of Information Law
29 Albania 1999 Law on right to information for
official documents
Czech 1999 Law on free access to information
Republic
Georgia 1999 General administrative code chapter
III, Freedom of information.
Liechtenstein | 1999 Liechtenstein Information act
33 Bulgaria 2000 APIA: Access to public information
act
Lithuania 2000 Law on the provision of information
to the public
Moldova 2000 Moldova 2000 Law on access to
information
Estonia 2000 Public information act
South Africa | 2000 Promotion of Access to Information
Act
United 2000 Freedom of information act
Kingdom
39 Bosnia & 2001 Freedom of access to information
Herzegov. act
Panama 2001 Law on transparency in public
administration
Poland 2001 Law on access to public information
Romania 2001 law on Freedom of Information
43 Angola 2002 Access to administrative document
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Jamaica 2002 Access to information act
Mexico 2002 Fed. transparency and access to
publ. govt. information law
Pakistan 2002 Freedom of information ordinance
Tajikistan 2002 Law on information
Zimbabwe 2002 Access to information and privacy
protection act
Peru 2002 Law of transparency and access to
public information
50 Argentina 2003 Access to Public Information
Regulation
Armenia 2003 Law on freedom of information
Kosovo 2003 Law on access to
official documents
Croatia 2003 Act on the right of access to
information
Kosovo 2003 Law on Access to Official
Documents
Ghana 2003 Right to Information Bill
Slovenia 2003 Access to public information act
St Vincent & | 2003 Freedom of information act
Grenad.
Turkey 2003 Law on right to information
58 Antigua/Barb | 2004 Freedom of information act
uda
Dominican 2004 Law on access to information
Republic
Ecuador 2004 Organic Law on Transparency and
Access to Public Info.
Serbia 2004 Serbia 2004 Law on free access to
information of public interest
Switzerland | 2004 Federal law on the principle of
administrative transparency
63 Azerbaijan 2005 Law on access to information
India 2005 RTI: Right to information act
Montenegro | 2005 Law on free access to information
Taiwan 2005 Freedom of government information
law
Germany 2005 Act to regulate access to federal
government information
Uganda 2005 Access to information act
69 Honduras 2006 Transparency and Access to Public
Information Law
Macedonia 2006 Law on free access to information
of public character
71 Jordan 2007 Access to information law
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Kyrgyzstan 2007 Access to information law
Nepal 2007 Right to Information Act
Nicaragua 2007 Law on Access to Public
Information
China 2007 Open government information
regulations
Cayman 2007
Islands
77 Bangladesh | 2008 Right to information act
Chile 2008 2008 Law of Transparency of the
Public Function and Access
Indonesia 2008 Freedom of information law
Guatemala 2008 Law for free access to public
information
Uruguay 2008 Law on the right of access to public
information
82 Cook Islands | 2009 Official information act
Russia 2009 Law “On providing access to
information on the activities of
government
84 Ethiopia 2010 Freedom of the mass media and
access to information
Guinea 2010 Organic law on the right of access
[Conakry] to public information
Liberia 2010 Freedom of information act
Malaysia 2010 Freedom of Information Enactment
88 El Salvador | 2011 Law on Access to Public
Information
Nigeria 2011 Freedom information bill
Mongolia 2011 Freedom of information Law
Brazil 2011 Law of Information Access
92 Tunisia 2012 Decree Law —on access to
governmental documents
93 Yemen 2012 Law of the Right of Access to

Information




