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Protection of individuals working in the field of humanitarian
assistance in accordance with the provisions of IHL

Prepared by the student
Ahmed Dheyaa Abed Abed
Supervisor
D. Abd Alsalam Hammash

ABSTRACT

In the last decades, workers in humanitarian assistance have been repeatedly
the victims of aggressions in the course of their action on the ground. This threat
on the lives of humanitarian staff has raised the necessity of guaranteeing their
protection. Indeed, their protection must be guaranteed in order to assure their
capacity to assist population in need and in parallel to be sure that the relief of
this latter would not be obstructed. The study of the protection of humanitarian
workers requires at first to study the legal status relevant to humanitarian staff,
and then the development of legal rules in the framework of Humanitarian Law
Issued to ensure their protection. This problematic emphasizes on the
multiplicity of working people who are labeled under 'humanitarian staff'. At
the same time, the legal protection of humanitarian workers includes two
categories of rules: the common protection prevailine in Humanitarian Law
which concerns the protection of any civilians all time in one hand, and the
particular rules applied specifically to the protection of humanitarian workers.
Besides, the analysis shall put the light on the protection guaranteed to
independent groups and the substantial and consistent role of the UN organs to

protect this particular group. Finally, the effectiveness of legal mechanisms



within The frame of The International Law will be studied with the examination
to the traditional and modern methods such as the new role played by the UN

Security Council as well as The action of the international criminal court.

Key words: humanitarian workers, members of humanitarian services,

protection of humanitarian organizations.
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(2) Hall. William Edward, A Treatise on International Law Fourth edition 1895, Oxford,

London, p. 68-69.
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PEIIC ELENA, Non-discrimination and armed conflict, International Review of the Red
Cross, MARS & MARCH VOLUME 83 N 841, 2001, P192.
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(2) Article2, Geneva agreement 1864, Hospital and ambulance personnel, including the
guarter-master's staff, the medical, administrative and transport services, and the
chaplains, shall have the benefit of the same neutrality when on duty, and while there
remain any wounded to be brought in or assisted.
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(2) Article 1, Geneva agreement 1864, Ambulances and military hospitals shall be
recognized as neutral, and as such, protected and respected by the belligerents as long as
they accommodate wounded and sick.
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