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Social Networks and their Role in Spreading Rumors
from the Viewpoint of Faculty Members at the University

of Diyala

Prepared by: Ahmed Hassan Salman

Supervised by: Dr. Sabaah Yaseen

Abstract

This study aimed to identify the role of social networks in disseminating
rumors from the point of view of the faculty members at the University of Diyala
by identifying the degree of rumors dissemination on social networks and find
out the network most spread rumors of these networks. This study has also been
addressed the most prominent subjects of rumors, and find out the reasons of
their spread, the study also referred to the solutions and treatments proposed to

address the phenomenon of spreading rumors on these networks.

In order to achieve the objectives of the study, the researcher used the
descriptive method. The researcher also used (questionnaire) and (interview) as
tools for this study. The study society consisted of the faculty members of
Diyala University, but the sample of the study reached (352) respondents from

faculty members at Diyala University.



This study reached several results, the most important of it that The degree of
spreading rumors on social networks came in a medium percentage, and the
(Facebook) network ranked first among the most networks of rumors
dissemination , and the results of the study revealed that the most prominent
topics of rumors on social networks are political rumor and social rumor, and the
results of the study also revealed that the most important reason for spreading
rumors on social networks is the ease of production and dissemination of

information on such networks.

The most important recommendations of this study:

— The need for the interest of the Iraqgi legislator to regulate the use of
electronic means of communication, including social networks and what is

published, especially the subject of rumors.

- Finding means of control in Irag to monitor what is published in the

Internet in general and social networks in particular.

— Disseminating awareness of the danger that could be posed by rumors

posted on the Internet, and especially on social networks.

Keywords: Social Networking, Rumors, Faculty Members, Diyala

University
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TAELE 1
Tabla for Detsrmining Sample Size from a Given Population
N 5 N 5 N 5
10 10 220 140 1200 291
15 14 230 144 1300 297
20 19 240 148 1400 302
25 24 250 152 1500 306
30 23 260 155 1600 310
35 32 270 159 1700 313
40 36 280 162 1800 317
43 40 290 165 1900 320
50 44 300 169 2000 312
55 43 320 175 2700 327
60 52 340 181 2400 331
65 56 360 186 2600 333
70 59 380 191 2300 338
75 63 400 196 3000 341
20 66 420 201 3500 346
85 0 440 205 4000 351
90 T3 460 210 4500 354
95 76 430 214 5000 357
100 80 500 217 6000 361
110 B6 550 226 7000 364
120 92 00 234 8000 367
130 97 650 242 S000 368
140 103 T00 248 10000 370
150 108 750 254 15000 375
160 113 800 260 20000 377
170 118 B30 265 30000 379
180 123 900 269 40000 380
190 127 950 274 50000 381
200 132 1000 278 75000 382
210 136 1100 285 1000000 384
MNote—N is population size.
5 15 sample sie.

(Bartlett, Kotrlik, & Higgins, 2001, P.48) : jaaull
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