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Effect of New Media on the Traditional Press in Libyan

from Journalists Perspective
Abstract

This study aimed at identifying the impact of new media on Libya’s
traditional newspapers by surveying the views of contact persons in the
Libyan newspapers (editors-in-chief of newspapers and magazines,
directors and heads of departments and pages, executors and others who
need to be interviewed) on the significance of this radical shift of
journalism from the paper to e-publishing world.

Survey Study Approach was used to achieve the study’s objectives.

This study’s community was made up of media professionals in Assa3a,
February and ARRAI Newspapers, amounting (174 journalists).
Furthermore, a Stratified Random Sample of 120 journalists was selected
from the media professionals.

The study’s findings showed that the “Smart Phone” ranked first as an
internet-browsing means by the Libyan media professionals, while
browsing Libyan news websites with a view to being familiar with the
world news and significant events ranked first with regard to the internet
use. As for features of the new media, the study showed that the new media
is distinguished than the paper newspaper by using the multi-media (audio-
pictures and videos), wide spread along with capability of ongoing and

direct update in broadcasting the news events.



With regard to the most significant motives for internet use by the
respondents, knowing the latest news came first followed by increasing
knowledge in the business area, as well as being aware of other cultures
and political events.

As for the new media’s reflections on the paper-based newspapers,
the study showed that the new media further facilitated the audience’s
participation in expressing their views than the paper-based newspapers;
the new media cut the cost of advertising in the paper-based newspapers
and contributed to diversifying the topics published in the Paper-based
newspapers. Additionally; the new media decreased the number of
newspapers’ readers and affected on the newspaper’s financial revenues.

Finally, the study showed that there are no differences with statistical
significance in the Libyan journalists’ response toward the new media’s
reflections on the traditional newspaper according to personal variables
represented in (Gender-Age-Years of Service-Job Description-Educational

Level-Newspaper’s Ownership).



The most important recommendations of the study is to urge the
Libyan paper-based newspapers to necessarily introduce further
developments in terms of the content, professionalism and infrastructure, as
these means are still the official entity recognized by the Libyan state and
judiciary, and the sole entity having the right to publish and modify the
official data to the citizen. Additionally, this study recommended urging
the Press Support and Promotion Authority to be more serious in dealing
with the new media, by satisfying the new media’s requirements including
technical technologies and legislations allowing working in this new digital
environment.

Keywords: Effect of Media , Traditional Press , Libya
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