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Abstract

This study aims at identifying limits of the public officer’s criminal liability for
his/her actions that were taken in fulfillment for his/her director’s orders , as well as
indicating sources and factors which forms the legal basis to compel the officer to obey
to his/her director’s orders. It also aims at identifying the nature of orders the officer
must fulfillment, in order not to take criminal liability, in accordance with the Arab and
International legislation in this respect. The study followed the descriptive analytical
approach, through indicating and explaining the related subjects and jurisprudence,
analyzing different views and comparative approach, by comparing Iragi and Jordanian

law, with reference to other laws when required.

The study concluded that obeying the law and directors and fulfilling their
orders is considered one of the main duties of the public service. This indicates the
compliance of the subordinate officer with any orders issued by the presidential
authority, in the form of the instructions, directions, periodic books or administrative
decisions identified by the Jordanian civil service system for 2013. In addition, the
orders issued from directors to their subordinates do not have the same legal effect as
the administrative decision, and its effect is limited to be an obligation from director to
an oppressed subordinate. All officers at all administrative levels should be subject to
the principle of legality. On this basis, orders issued from the directors to his/her officer

must be legitimate and in accordance with law.

The study recommended that the stimulation of outstanding officers is necessary, based
on the standards of obeying orders and efficiently fulfilling tasks, so that the senior

management give the officers a great sense of their own importance, and don not put



them always under the microscope to impose disciplinary sanction, in case they make
mistakes. The study also recommended the follow-up of instructions and regulations
related to officer and public service, continuously revise them and provide the officers
with training programs, in order to insure the continuous improvement and development

of public service outputs and results.

Key words: liability, criminal liability, public officer, due obedience
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