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Universities Youth and their Dependence on Social Media in Receiving
Information: Survey study at the University of Tabuk, Saudi Arabia
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Matter Abdullah humadi
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Prof. Ezzat Hijab

Abstract

The main objective of the study is to determine the degree of Saudi
youth's dependence on the social networking sites in providing information
and news, the study aimed also to know the categories of the information
that the Saudi youth are looking for. The study relied on the descriptive
approach and the questionnaire tool. It was applied to a sample of 401
students from The University of Tabuk (UT) in Saudi Arab.
The main findings of the study were the following:

1 -The most important motivations for the use of Saudi youth social
networking sites are entertainment: leisure and leisurec and to get the
news and information« and to social relations with friends and relatives.
2 -The nature of the information and news sought by the Saudi youth
through social networking sites centered on the affairs of Saudi society,

and on entertainment news, arts, jokes and entertainment.



3 - The most important benefits and impacts of the social networking
sites of the sample members is to increase access to the various news
and information, and increase the general culture of the users.

4 -The degree of confidence in the credibility of social networking sites as
a source of news was medium.

Keywords: social networking sites, accreditation, trust, Saudi

Arabia.
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AsianAvenue

LunarStorm (SNS relaunch)

Ryze

Fotolog

Skyblog

LinkedIn
Tribe.net, Open BC/Xing

Orkut, Dogster

Multiply, aSmallWorld

Catster — ‘04
Yahoo! 360 —
Cyworld (China) —] ‘05
Ning —
QQ (relaunch) =—i
Windows Live Spa.ces — ‘06
Twitter —
Danahm.(2008)p: p212 and on-line;

‘97

98

99

00

01

‘02

‘03

Six Degrees.com

Livedournal

BlackPlanet

MiGente

Cyworld

Friendster

Couchsurfing

MySpace

Last.FM

Hi5

Flickr, Piczo, Mixi, Facebook (Harvard-only)
Dodgeball, Care2 (SNS relaunch)

Hyves

YouTube, Xanga (SNS relaunch)

Bebo (SNS relaunch)

Facebook (high school networks)
AsianAvenue, BlackPlanet (relaunch)
Facebook (corporate networks)
Cyworld (u.s.)

MyChurch, Facebook (everyone)

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1083-6101.2007.00393.x/full
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