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Projections of Iranian Political Thought on the Arab Gulf States
(2011-2016)
""Bahrain: Case Study"

Abstract

The study aimed at identifying the nature of Iranian political thought
and clarifying the effect of this thought on the political behavior of Iran in
dealing with the Arab Gulf states, particularly Bahrain, as well as identifying
the internal and external determinants affecting Iran's foreign policy towards
the Arab Gulf states and its tools and implications. It also defines the reality of
the Iranian political projections on the Kingdom of Bahrain during the period
2011-2016. The study was based on a basic hypothesis: "States play political,
intellectual, economic, military and security roles outside their borders,
seeking to achieve their goals and interests, even if these are contrary to the

objectives and interests of others."

The study examined the roots and nature of Iranian political thought and
presented it in the framework of the relationship between Iran and the Arab
Gulf states, indicating the contemporary variables, the roots of Iranian political
thought and its engines in the Arabian Gulf, and the historical framework of
Iranian policy towards the Arab Gulf countries, explaining as far as possible
the sectarian and national dimension in Iranian identity. The study also dealt
with the determinants of Iran's foreign policy toward the Gulf states and the
tools of such policy in the context of the decision-making process in making
Iranian foreign policy and its actors, and the determinants of Iran's policy
towards the Arab Gulf countries and its tools, both general and philosophical,

as well as the geo-strategic and other determinants.

In its findings, the study confirmed the validity of its main hypothesis,
and the Iranian model was witness to this, with facts and analysis. The study

presented answers to its questions. It showed the nature of Iranian political



gl

thought, as it was a thought of national and religious roots (Persian and Shi‘a).
The study identified the main internal and external determinants affecting
Iran's foreign policy towards the Arab Gulf states and its tools and
implications for the political stability in Bahrain during the period 2011-2016,
where intervention in various forms was a prominent feature in the pursuit of

regional leadership and claims that Bahrain is part of Iranian territory.

The study presented a number of recommendations, the most important
of which is the need for careful handling of Iran's foreign policies in the Arab
Gulf region, especially in light of the current situation which could lead to a
situation of conflict in the region and recommended working on uniting the
efforts of the Arab Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries. The study
urged to protect the security of the Gulf region and its countries, as well as to
give the Kingdom of Bahrain special attention under the Iranian claims that
affect Bahrain's independence and sovereignty on its territory and its national

security and the security of its people.

Keywords: Projections of lranian Political Thought, Arab Gulf States,
Bahrain, Case Study of Bahrain 2011-2016.
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