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News Coverage of the Gulf Crisis in Al Jazeera and Sky News Arabia Channels,

Analytical Study on ""Beyond the News' and ""Newsroom" TV programs

Prepared by: Marwan Yousif Shahadha

Supervised by Dr. Raed Ahmed Al Bayati

Abstract

This study aims to identify the news coverage of "Al Jazeera and™ and the "Sky News"
Arabia satellite channels for the Qatari Gulf Crisis for the period from 05/06/2017 to
15/07/2017, then to know the difference in the coverage of the channels by identifying the
degree of professionalism used to cover the Qatari Gulf crisis in 2017, In the "Behind the
News" program on Al Jazeera; and the "Newsroom" program on Sky News Arabia.

The degree of professionalism was identified by answering the study questions which
showed us the neutrality, impartiality, objectivity and balance, as well as the most prominent
frameworks on which Al Jazeera and Sky News Arabia relied on in their coverage of the Qatari
Gulf crisis, in addition to identify the news sources for both channels.

The study reached many results most important is that the Qatari Gulf Crisis occupied a
very good space in both "Al-Jazeera" and "Sky News Arabia" news coverage, where the legal
framework was ranked first for the two channels, followed by the political framework that
ranked second.

As for the general trend of accuracy, the two channels were neutral in the first place in
dealing with the Gulf crisis, while came in second place the opposition trend on Al-Jazeera

and the pro-crisis trend on Sky News Arabia.



The results showed that the two channels suffer from a lack of professionalism during the
coverage of the news concerning the Qatari -Gulf crisis, where there was a permanent bias to
one of the parties to the crisis, especially in the programs introductions.

The study also issued a number of recommendations, such as the need for the media to
focus on ethical and professional values during its news coverage of crises, as well as to
minimize the impact of the channels policy and those who maintain them on the content of

media messages, especially in times of crisis.

Keywords: Al Jazeera Chanel, Sky News Arabia Chanel, Qatari-Gulf crisis 2017, News

Coverage.
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